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RANGE OF THE

NEW

WIRE-WOUND GUN,

GUNNERY RECORDS
The Improved Rapid-Fire and Wire
Tube Gun,

—_—

FIFTEEN YEARS BEING PERFECTED

The Principal Features and Ad-

vantages.

A THIRTY-FIVE-MILE RANGE
——————————

(Copyright. 1901, by W. L. Beasley.)
Written for The Evening Star.
I'pon the authority of the leading ballis-

tic en of this country, Col. James
S Ingalis. T". 8. A., retired, whose tables
I measurements are accepted by all for-

eign ordnance ¢

of E

structors, the great guns
which have hitherto been able
© miles our heaviest weapons,
both In range,
effectiveness. by a recently
American weapon. This weapon,
wring completion, is the most far-

oD,

o8 outelassed,

and

hing for its size, and the most de-
in the world. It is a rapid-fire,
Hrown segmental wire tube gun.

a ponderous machine, but its

1&g feature Is found in the fact that

with a caliber of 4'a inches it will hurl a
steel prokctive welghing fifty-five pounds
nearly twenty-four miles., with a veloeity
af Likwl feet per second. The extreme

thiat can be obtalned is twenty-five
with a velocity of 4.000 feet per
second. An idea of the great distance
traversed by the projectile is shown by
the fact that in reaching the highest point
of its flight it rises nearly ten miles above
the earth. The time of flight of the pro-
Jeetile from lIts discharge to its fall s
1083 seconds. The shell has a striking

THE"MuzZZLE Enp

gun, while the same pressure is sufficient to

burst any built-up gun now in existence
into thousands of picces. So far beyond

the forecast of all future attainments in

gun construction is the projected perform-

ance of this weapon that it overtops all

existing ballistic measurements, necessitat-

ing an entirely new set of computations.
New Principles Involved.

The principal features and advantages of
the new gun are worth noting. By means
of the tension due to the wire winding, all
parts of the core or firing tube are bound
together with sufficient pressure to cause a
tremendous frictional adhesion, so that the
wire-wound gun Is stronger than a gun
forged to the same thickness. The division
of the core into paris gives it an ad-
vantage over the same thickness of solid
metal, in that a crack or rupture at any
point will not depreciate its usefulness,
whereas a flaw In solid metal may Induce
rupture of the whole structure. The wire
is so wound that a practically uniform
compressive resistance in the firing tube is
secured throughout its length. It has been
found by actual experiment that there can
be no movement of the segments upon cach
other, the enormous friction developed by
the tension of the wire winding rendering
this impnssible. Dependence is placed upon
the layers of wire surrounding the tube to
prevent rupture. These wrappings sive the
gun ample tangential strength. The tube
is chiefly the medium for transmitting the
tremendous shock of explosion to the en-
velope,

When the batteries at Sandy Hook and
on Coney Island were designed it was ex-

pected that they would make the bom-
bardment of New York by a hostile flect
an impossibility. They wonld  eommand

what Is known as the “deep water pocket,”
off Coney Island, and any wiarship at-
tempting to maneuver in that locality for
the purpose of approaching the boroughs
of Brooklyn and Manhattan near enough
to enable the vessel's guns to throw shells
into the eity would encounter such a re-
ception from 12-Inch, It-inch and S8-inch
guns and 12-inch mortars as to put her
out of action in a comparatively short
time. Even though a large fleet should
try to silence the batteries on one sitde
and shell the city on the other, the enemy
would have very little hope of suceess, for
the “deep water pocket” Is not large enough
to permit the handling of a large squadron
to advantage. And, inasmuch as only at
that point was it possible for ghips draw-
ing twenty-five feet and upward to ap-
proach the city within range of the ord-
nance hitherto constructed, the army en-

CIRVED STEEL,
Velocity of 1.757 foot seconds at the ter-
minus of the ge, a sufficient force to
penetrate five ches of steel. and send a

hole through a man-of-war. or demoralize
a regiment in a few seconds by lts burst-
ing fragments.

Years of Experiment.

Fifteen years have been consumed in
perfecting and bringing about this new
tyrpe of wire gun from former systems.
The first specimen construeted upon this
leda was publicly fired for the first time
on April 12 Ists. Two of similar make,

1 o-inch and a large 10-inch coast

13 recently  beenl  tested at

Hook by the government, both of

have accomplished unequaled re-

A speclal carriage has been neces-
designed for the gun to stand the

recoll and also to glve the desired firing
angle of 45 degrees. The noteworthy feat-

ure of the gun is the system of construc-
tion, whereby it is possible to sustain such
enormots pressures. The unequaled range
and tremendous energy necessary to send

a8 I twenty-four and twenty-five miles
is o ined by using a larger powder cham-
ber, ullowing a corresponding greater pow-
der charge, together with a long caliber, a
Ereater pressure behind the projectile not

in the

chamber but throughout the

whole length of the piece, thereby giving
a grealer velocity to the projectile, It is
cluimed that it is Impossible to burst the
£ by gunpowder. The weight of the gun

i= four tons, [t will use a twenty-six- pound

charge of smokeless powder. The length
of the projectile proper Is twenty inches,
the brass case contiaining the fixed ammu-
nition—making but one movement In breech
action—is forty inches long. The brass

case will hold, if charged to its

earirids

t capacity, thirty-two pounds of
jess powder and with this charge the
muzzle veloeity will be about 400 feet
Fer second i g a maximum range of
twenty-five which s the world's
record for any size gun.

The tube and main foundation of the
body of the gun are composed of ~vrled
steel sheets 1-7 of an inch thick, ext:nding
the full length of the tube. These steel
sheets are wound by square steel wire 1-7
of an inch thick, ten miles of which are con-
sumed In harnessing in the enormous force
and energy carried by the weapon. One
inch square of the wire will sustain 25,000
pounds of dead weight. It is practically
certain that the hitherto unheard-of pres-
sure of 000 pounds, and beyond, per
Bquare inch will be withstood by the rew

WHICH FORMS BODY

OF GUN.

gineers and the artillery officers felt that
they had achieved a practically permanent
victory over the attacking powers.

Miles Further Away.

But now comes upon the sceéne a gun
which if it were on a ship lying almost
out of sight of Sandy Hook could still
bombard the whole of Manhattan Island.
At a distance of =ix miles from the mortar
batteries on Plum Island a ship would be
14 miles from Sandy Hook forts and 13
miles from Romer Shoal—beyond the ef-
fective reach of any of the heavy guns
mounted for the defense of New York: but
she would be within 28.9 miles of the whole
Manhattan, Hoboken, Jersey City, Newark,
Elizabethport, Staten Island Sandy Hook,
Coney Island, Brooklyn, Long Island City,
Flushing, Astoria and Morrisania—destroy-
ing everyvthing In the zone of its fire. It
is claimed that a wire-wound gun of this
t¥pe constructed with a 10-inch caliber will
have a range of 45 miles. Hitherto un-
dreamed possibilities of wuarfare and de-
fense are brought out by such a statement
—but the clalms are well sustained by
what has already been done. The govern-
ment is making thorough tests of existing
types of the new weapon at Sandy Hook.
Great Britain's army and navy no longer
use the built-up gun. At the present day
her guns are all being constructed upon
the wire-wound principle.

R ——
Turtle Worship.
From the London Express.

Al a place called Kotron, on the French
Ivery coast, the natives believe that to eat
or destroy a turtle would mean death to the
gullty one or sickness among the family.
The fetich men, of which there are plenty,
declare that wears ago a man went to sea
fishing. In the night his canoe way thrown
upon the beach empty. Three days after-
ward a turtle came ashore at the same place
with the man on his back alive and well.
Since that time they have never eaten or
destroyed one of that species, although they
enjoy other species.

If one happens now to be washed ashore
there is a great commotion in the town.
Firstly, the women sit down and start sing-
ing and beating sticks; next a small plece
of white cloth (color must be white) is
placed on the turtle’s back. Food is then
prepared and placed on the cloth, generally.
plantains, rice and palm oil. Then, amid a
lot of more singing, dancing and antics of
the fetich people, it is carried back into the

sea and goes on lts way rejoicing.

ADVERTISED LETTERS.

The following is a list

of advertieed letiers re-

raining in the Washington, D, C., post office Sat-

s

arday, June 22, 1901
To obtain any of
shonld call for
It not called for within

these letters the applicant
“Advertised Lotters.”

two (2) weeks they will

be sent to the dead letter office.
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Minor, Lney 1. Miss
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FEW FAMILIES ARE LARGE.

Births in Great BHritain Have
creased in Recent Years.
From the Chicago Chronicle.

There have been many surprises in the
census of Great Britain recently taken, and
much concern has been manifested
throughout the kingdom over evldences it
presents of national retrogression. While
the emigration -from Ireland increases from
year to year, a curious phenomenon is ob-
served elsewhere in the united kingdom.
The number of marriages is increasing and
the number of births decreasing. There
never were 80 many marriages in England
as there were in the year 1899. But the
records of the birth rate run down to the
lowest figure. England, that was so proud
of her Increase In population, from 12,000,-
00 to 40,000,000 since the commencement of
the French revolution, while during the
same perlod the population of France in-
creased only from 25,000,000 to 38,000,000,
now finds her population diminishing.

But the strange thing about it is that the
same phenomenon 1s observed In Australia,
in New Zealand and in all the countries in-
habited exclusively by Anglo-Saxons. The
London Daily Telegraph gives a cause for
the phenomenon which may perhaps be the
true one, and this cause {s none other than
the rebellion, often noticed by close observ-
ers, of the Anglo-Saxon women against ma-
ternity—a rebellion whilch is the conse-
quence of their passion for independ:nce
and their constantly increasing desire to
become equal If not superior to men in the
intellectual occupations and in physlcal
exerclses, In saying this we refer particu-
larly to American women. For the ladies of
the law, and the medical and journalistic
ladies, maternity Is a nulsance, just as it is
for those whose greatest delights are bi-
cycle riding, tennis, golf and hockey.

Coming back to Ireland, it is found, sec-
cording to the official figures, that 47,107
emigrants abandoned in the vear 1900 the
country to which they are so deeply at-
tached. These figures represent 10.5 per
thousand of the population. They show an
increase of 3,347 oyer the figures for 1880
and 13,000 over, T-hO.!iIE' of 1808, Since the be-
ginning of thedfelgn of Victoria the popnla-
tion of Ireland decreased from 8,000,000 to
4,500,000. The Iaws In favor of the farmers,
the establishmeént of elective county coun-
cils and the numerous lines of rallway
have had no effect ypon emigration.

De-

Natural Disadvantiages.
From the Chicago Tribune,

“Taking Into' consideration the things
Bharp has had to contend against, I think
his success as & lawyer has been remark-
able." Rl

“Why, what did he ever have to contend
against?” ¢

“Everything: He came of a wealthy fam-
ly. He didn’'t haye to work his way
through college. He never studied by the
light of a pineé torch, never had to drive
a dray, never walked six miles to school,
and wasn’'t compelled to borrow his books.
He had every possible facility, and yet he
has done well from the very start.”

—_———
In Pennsylvania.
From the Philadelphia Press,

‘““Henry, Henry!" whispered the wife of
the good citizen, ‘‘there's a robber in the
house."

*Lots o' them,” replled Henry, sleeplly,
“in the house and senate, too, but they

ain’'t a circumstance to those in eity coun-
cils.”

From Fun.
Maud—"“When are they to be married?’
Ethel—*Never."”
Maud—"Never? And why so?’

Bthel—"8he will not* marry him until he
has paid his debts, and he ,cannot pay his

| debts untll she marries him.

THE TETANUS GERM

Scientists Say it is the Deadliest of
All Microbes.

N 1. HEALTH BOARD'S CANPAIGN

T e sl e e W A W

Live for Centuri-es in Soil and Old
Buildings.

_—, .
NO CURE FOR LOCKJAW

Written for The Evening Star.

The New York health board is engaged
in a slege of what it states officially to
be the most deadly disease known to man,
Le., lockjaw. The public attitude toward
this disease is that it is a dreaded bug-
aboo, the realization of which is seldom
manifested In real life. But it is not gen-
erally known that one department of the
health board directs its energy to nothing
else than the prevention of the malady in
animals; that Bellevue Hospital always
has at least one human patient doomed to
death because of the disease; that no ani-
mal ever yet got well of it; that no human
being ever yet got well of its acute form:
that there is no cure for It once Its symp-
toms have strongly manifested themselves:
that the microbe of tetanus lurks literally
everywhere and that any person may con-
tract the disease and have it some time
without knowing it. For the peculiarity
of thils deadliest of germs is that, having
once entered the human body on the point
of a rusty nail or otherwise, it will incu-
bate and quietly poison the whole blood
and nervous system before it is even felt
by its unfortunate host, and that the
symptoms which then suddenly manifest
themselves are really not the beginning of
the disease, but the beginning of the death
struggle of the sufferer.

The lockjaw microbe is the microbe of
dirt; and hence with the disappearance of
gnow from the ground and throughout the
spring of the year every person is
liable to take it into the system with any
accidental cut or bruise. It is a disease
of the spring and summer, the mortality
of which is greatest about the Fourth of
July, hence the present activity of the
health board. In view of the facts, there-
fore, one of the leading physicians of the
department was asked to describe the mal-
ady, to tell how it is contracted, where it
is found most prevalent and what is being
done to offset its terrible effects. In reply
he wrote the foilowing graphlc not to BAY
appalling account:

No Person Immune.

*Of all the dangers that lurk unseen in
the pathways of mankind, tetanus or lock-
Jaw is the most to be dreaded. For late In-
vestigations show that no person Is Im-
mune from 1t; that the prince or the pau-
per; the stay-at-home or the gad-about,
may become suddenly inoculated with
equal facillty; that it lurks in the dust of
cities, in the soll of the farm, in the mortar
of ancestral homes, in hay dust, in bar-
racks and hospitals, in spider webs, in the
water of the Dead sea; that age does not
kill it, cold does not destroy it, and even
from heat that will kill most germs It
emerges phoenix-like to continue its work
of destruction. Unlike diphtheria and other
forms of toxic poisoning, the symptoms of
which become apparent immediately the
disease s acquired, the bacilius of lockjaw
propagates undetected in the body until
the original wound through which it en-
tered has entirely healed, and perhaps has
been forgotten, after which it suddenly re-
veals its presence and the horrible result
of its toxic propensity with a virulence that
will be appreclated when it is pointed out
that compared with the dried venom of
the cobra (the deadliest of snakes) the
tetanus baclllus is over 170 times more pol-
sonous; that it is 2000 times more poi-
sonous than prussic acid, 2,500 times more
polsonous than strychnine and 5,00 times
more poisonous than atrophine.”

“The geographical distribution of tetanus
is limited only to those parts of the earth
{ehabited by man. In other words, It Is
found everywhere. But there are some
spots where 1t lurks with particular per-
sistence. New York city seems to be the
center of a lockjaw district. The bacilll
have been found in the street dirt of Man-
hattan and also in the dust from Long Is-
land and New Jersey. Dr. Williams of the
New York health department twice ob-
tained them from the air of the clty. Yet
this is not startling in view of its preva-
lence in other parts of the world, The
Hudson river valley is full of it. That Is
to eay, the microbe lurks In the soil. The
same condition pertains to souther enn-
sylvanda, to Virginia In its eastern a cen-
tral portions, to Georgia around Savannah,
whilch had a reputation for lockjaw as long
ago as 17768, to southern Louislana, to Ilil-
nois and southern Callfornia. As a globe
trotter the germs have followed In the
wake of the armies of the world, and after
all great battles there have been outbreaks.
Following Napoleon's campalgns in Italy
and France there was great mortality from
lockjaw; there were scores of cases after
the battle of Waterloo. The retreat from
Moscow, however, was followed by very
few cases. Perhaps because in the winter,
the snow-covered ground did not give the
opportunity for the wounds to be Infected
with the soil. Our own Gettysburg was
followed by an outbreak of the disease. So
all old battlefields are sure to hold the
germ waliting to spring Into active life.
All tropical countries are ridden with the
germs. India is particularly notable. One
physician in Bombay personally witnessed
1,955 cases In five years. Our aequlsition
of Cuba has brought us a new herltage of
the polson, for hundreds of cases of tetanus
occur In Havana every year.

Above and Undergrounnd.

““All parts of the world harbor the mi-
*crobe of tetanus, and this microbe exists
under all conditions waiting for a lodg-
ment in the human body. As it is in the
alr, you may swailow it. But fortunately
for mankind the digestive process of the
alimentary tract will overcome it. A wound
on any part of the body mayv give en-
trance to the bacilli if the wounded part bhe
allowed to come In contact with earth.
This pertains to deep earth cuttings as
well as surface cuttings, for the bacillus

- Bentimental and—ahem—thirty (")—"D
“Bweet and twenty”—"Oh, no| He said

| Punch,

is a common innabitant of the soil even
at depths of seven feet. Hence the coun-
trymen who recelves any kind of a cut in
which dirt has entered will do well to have
it attended to at once, for once allow the

poison operates is8 remarkable. Roux and
Valillard injected a fatal dose of tetanus
poison into the middle part of the tails of
several rats. After wvarving lengths of

was delayed longer than forty minutes the
animal died. Edmund Rose says that no
one ht &3 egt frull cidied fro the
xrvunf ta an vienmad withost thoroughay
washing it, because the earth clinging o
such fruit may contain tetatnus germs
which might find lodgment In some un-
healed tooth sock:t in the jaw.

*“The savages, of the New Hebrides were

gon, for this ig the poison they used on
their arrow polnts, obtaining it from the
elime that lined the erab-holes in swamps
Frobably these savages knew that the
poison might be swallowed with more or
less impunity, but its presence in a fester-

ing opening, such as an arrow wound
leaves, would cause horrible death in a
few days. The curious property of the

poison is that it needs a peculiar environ-
ment in order to produce detrimental ef-
fects. For it Is the poisonous effects of
cause fatal results. You mig..t inject into
which the toxine had been removed and
get little or no iroublesome effects. In
fact, this was done to guinea pigs and it
proved harmiless, hecause the white blood
cells—the policemen of the circulatory sys-
tem—rapidly absorbed them, ate them bod-
ily, and go prevented them generating more
poison. But when ¢ven non-pathogenic or-
ganisms were injected with the tetanus
bacilli, or when there was a previous bruise
of the tissues or when the bhacilll were
protected by an imrection of agar jelly or
any other substance which prevented the
white blood cells from attacking them,
then the injection alwayvs proved fatal. So
it will be seen that a mixed infection is
necessary for tetanus to develop.
Liken Extraordinary Heat.

“The bacillus of tetanus is a slender rod
usually occurring singly. It will not grow
at a temperature below 14 vegrees centi-
grade. It will thrive at 20 degrees centi-
grade and likes best the ordinary tempera-
ture of the human body. It will not live
In the presence of oxygen, which, by the
way, is an important fact, from a medical
standpoint. Unlike some other germs It
does not speed through the body after hav-
ing once entered it, but remains in the
wound through which it entered. The poi-
son it makes,
the blood and even the nervous system.
those muscles nearest the wound, however,
being soonest affected. It affects the body
in a manner simllar to strychnine, but be-
yond this general declaration there is very
little to be sald concerning its action.
Whatever it is there can be no doubt of
the terrible virulence of the germ. Henri-

caused lockjaw, and eleven vears after the
first accident he was able again to cause
the disease by ineculating an animal
wilh the same splinter.
The Preventives.,

“Knockout drops, that is to say, chloral.
is one of the leading remedies for tetanus.
Morphine and certain bromides may also be

treatment is the best preventive. Re-
member, I say preventive; there is no cure
for the acute form of the disease. This
I3 because the microbe usually gives no
sign of its presence In the body until the
sufferer Is thoroughly poisoned. Suppose
you tread upon a rusty nail or cut your
foot, and dirt containing lockjaw mi-
crobes gets into the wound. The wound
which may be slight, may heal up and even
pe forgotten, for the microbes must go
through a period of incubation in itself,
apparently puts the body to no inconven-
fence, This period of fncubation may be
short or long: it may be one day or one
month, depending on the virnlence of the
microbes. If the period is long, say two
weeks or a month, there is a chance for re-
covery, but woe to the man whose symp-
toms show themselves within a week after
the accidental cut was made which allowed
the germs to enter his body, Nathing can
save him. His system is already poisoned
and the twitching of his muscles iz really
the beginning of his death struegle. His
face and neck muscles will presently stif-
fen and his features will take on the ter-
rible ‘sardonic grin.” He should he watch-
ed, for the spasm that will take him off
may come so suddenly that there will not
be time to reach his bedside from across
the room before he will be dead. 1 had
such a case recently in Bellevue, 1 was
called to see a colored man who seemed to
be suffering from some malady. There was
a cut in process of healing on his left heel.
I examined the wound and found it lit-
erally alive with tetanus microbes. They
had entersd with the dirt that had got into
the wound. I knew then that the man was
doomed, and that in spite of his healthy
appearance he might die at any moment.
He was given chloral and other drugs and
was made to sleep. 1 told the nurse to
watch him constantly, for if he awakened
during the night the mere act of swallow-
ing might bring on the spasm. Well, dur-

looked around: the nurse was at the other
gide of the room and started toward him.
Suddenly he moved. The spasm took him,
and he was dead before the nurse could
reach him.

Anti-Toxine Treatment.

“In fact, the chances of recovery are di-
rectly as the result of the Incubation period.
Speaking approximately, it may be said
that a four-day incubation period is dead-
ly; for eight days, the mortality will be 96
per cent; for ten days, 8) per cent; fourteen
davs, 40 per cent, and so on. An ounce of
prevention in this case is worth a thou-
santh-weight of cure.
fected wound have antl-toxine injected at
once. Don't wait an instant. Here in the
New York health department we have two
horses which are immune from tetanus.
Probably they are the only animals in New
York which eould.not contract tetanus in
the ordinary manner. They furnish the
antl-toxine serum.
by injecting into them small, harmless
amounts of lockjaw poison, then gradually
increasing the amount as the dayvs go by
until finally they can take a quart of the
poison with impunity. From their blood,
redrawn after they have become immune,
we get the anti-toxine serum, which is sent
out in bottles and has a protective strength
of one to several millions.

“That is, one cubic centimeter of the ser-
um will protect so many million grammes
of animal against a fatal dose of tetanus
polson. Of course, the doses are grad-
uated for human beings so that doctors

a

Eerm to grow, the rapidity with which the |

time the talls of the rats were cut off. In {
every case where the cutting off of the tafl

familiar with the eperation of lockjaw poi- |

the germs, not the germs themselves, that |

the body one or two million spores from |

however, rapidly traverses

jean owned a splinter of wood which had |

used with good effect, but the anti-toxine |

ing the night a noise awakened him. He |

If yvou receive an in- |

They are made immune |

! -
| have no trouble in administering 1t The
practice of using serum Is gradu ully gain-
ing greater vogue in this country, and in
France many doctors in tetanus localities
administer serum to thelr patients in every
case where wounds are even suspected of
| belng infected. This should be done In
this country, for after all the mortality of

tetanus Is frightful Out of 1,222 war
cases, 8N6 per cent prove fatal. Of 280
cases In time of peace 76 per cent prove

fatal. and It I a conservative estimate that
at least 80 per cent of all cases result fatal-
ly. Many of the unfortunates die in fre m
J twenly-four 1o ¢hirg - el 2 e gfror Lhe
) Nt EymnRoms are noticef so that the
need of vigorous measures. even the am-
putation of the wounded member if it
a llmb, will be apparent.”
.

STORY OF A wWwarom

A Valuable Timepiece Stolen in ¢ hina
and Recovered In Alabama.
From the Blrmingham News,

A magnificent jeweled watch,

alleged to
have been stolen in Tilen Tsin, China, sev-
eral weeks ago, has Just come to light in
| Woodlawn, Ala. The watch, which 1s
valued at several thousand dollars, is the
Property of an English officer stationed at

Tien Tsin, and a former Birmingham boy
is alleged to have made way with 1t 'l‘h‘a
timepiece, apart from its value, I8 treas-
ured very highly by the English officer be-
cause of the fact that It was presented to
him by an English society for distir

; iguished
gallantry. Since its disappearance the
search for It has been carricd on in all
parts of the earth

The name of the Birmingham man al-

leged to be

connected with the disappear-
ance of the watch cannot be 1--.1:':1:-:1, ns
the post office Inspector who worked

up
this end of the case is very retlicent uh-_mll

the affair, but it is learned that the young *
man enlisted in Birmingham a--mﬁh!ng'
like six months ago, and that the com-
pany to which he was assigned was LI
ltailed tc do duty in Tien Tsin The young
man was a watchmaker by trade, and

| while in Tien Tsin, with 1ttle to do in the
way of military duty, he turned his attene
| tion to doing odd jobs In the way of watch
repairing. He did good work, and the offi-
cers, as well as others, soon began Eiving
their work to him. In this wav

4 Lh the time-
| plece of the English officer came into his
hands. About the same time two other
{ Watches of unusual value woere also Eiven
into his hands. One of thess a dainty
timeplece all covered with Jewels, the ;-ru-p--
| erty of one of the English ladies Con-

nected with the legation, also disappeared,
as did another fine gold watch, the owner
of which 1s unknown here

It Is charged that upon getting three very
valuable watches In his hands the \n-u-.g
soldier deserted and took the watches with
him. His disappearance caused a general
commotion and all sorts of agencies W e
put In motion in order to apprehend him,
but he Is said to have made good his es-
cape.

Among others who were called to assist
in the effort to locate the missing wats lieg
was H. M. Robinson, superintendent of the
mails at Tien Tsin. He looked over the
records and found that the voung man had
forwarded a legistered letter 10 a party in
Woodlawn, 1". 8. A., before he dlﬁ.‘w;wu'r--d.
This discovery was communicated to the
chiefl of post office Inspectors in Washing-
ton, who at once notified the -
at Woodlawn to hold the Package upon its
arrival He then notified Paul E Will-
lams of Chattanooga. post office inspector
for this district, to take the matter .
Inspector Williams detatlied one of his men
| to come to Birmingham and look into the
case, and this was done.

Upon arriving at Birmingham the in-
speclor went at once to Woodlawn and
called upon the party to whom the packe
age from China was asslgned This party
agreed to go 1o the post office with the in-
spector and if the package was there
have It opened in his presence. The Prackage
I1n the meantime had arrived, and when

the inspector and the party to whom the

package was addressed called it was
opened. It comtained the English officer's

watch. 2
| The watch was taken in charge by the

inspector, who will turn It over to his
chicf. Inspector Williams will send it to
his superior in Washington and that officer

will forward it to the United States re -
resentative in Tien Tsin, China. who will
| deliver 1t to the owner.

| T‘"." yYoung man, who Is charged with de-
| sertion and with stealing the watches, is
said to be on his way to Alabama.

—_— e =

FLORIDA RAZORBACK.

THE

According to the Farmer He is lh;
Rhing of Hogs.
From Forest and Stream,

“The ‘Florida razorback’ is the hog In-
digenous to this climate and soll. He s
usually large of limb and fleet of foot, be-
ing the only known porker that can out-
run a darky. He has a tail of wondroug
length, which, while he §s in active mo-
tion, he twists Into the tightest corkscrew,
| but with which while quietly feeding he
raps his leathery sldes much in the same
manner that the docile cow uses her tail.
He is self-supporting. He earns his
own lving and thrives equally well
|in the high woods, In the flat woods,
| in the hummocks and In the marshes. He

subsists upon anything he can find aboy e,

the earth or underneath its surface. He

has a clear, far-seeing eve, and I= very
sensitive of hearing. Nature has equippe?
him with a snout almost as long as the
beak of the wild pelican of Borneo, with
which he can penetrate the earth many
| inches In quest of worms, snakes and in-
| sects. He i= the most intelligent of all
! hogs, and is likewise the most courageous
| He has been known to engage in mortal
combat with a coon for the possession of
a watermelon and to rend asunder g
| barbed-wire fence,

|  "He 1s so Intelligent that when he lives
| in towns he becomes as familiar with the
| raflroad schedules as are the train dis-
patchers themselves, and plics his vocation
ia great numbers about the rallroad sta-
tions, and yet no train ever ran over
‘razorback.” Whenever the railroad cor
panies are forced to pay for killing a hog,
it always proves to be a Berkshire, a
Guinea or some other fine breed—never a
‘razorback. He is too active and elert to be
caught even by a locomotive. He Is ner-
vous, restless, energetic and hence does not
| thrive well in pens Confined, he loses
rather than gains flesh. He is always

in August as it i in January His owner

and is fond of hlm as food, for he may al-

ways be depended upon to afford the pro-
verbial ‘sreak of lean” with a very small
‘streak of fat.' He 8 the king of hogs.
He can be grown more profitably than any
other known wvariety, since, as has been
observed, he is energetic and intelligent
enough to feed and clothe himself.”
Analyzing Hiszs Afflection.

From the Smart Set.

The young lovers sat beside the watlers
fall. The rapids and the near-by whirl-
pool had a strange attraction for the ro-
mantic young girl.
of the unhappy Indlan maiden and the
young brave who had gone to their doom,
clasped In each other's arms, to the slow
music of the swan song. That seemed very
beautiful to her.

“Jack,” she sald, “if you saw me SITug-
gling in the water near the endge of the
falle, would you jump in after me?7"’

“What would be the use, my dear, when
I can't swim?’ he answered,

“But at least we should perish together,”
she replied, bravely,

“Yes, there would be no doubt of that,'»
he returned, shuddering at the sound of the
cruel waters,

“But haven't you often said you would
die for me?"’ she asked, pigued at his cold-
ness,

“No,my dear,” replied her practical lover.
“If you'll remember, I've always told you
that I had an undying love for you!”

- r—
Cymnieal.
From the Chicago Tribane,

Visitor (at the dog pound)—"Is this what
vou feed the poor things on—these refuse
scraps of meat?’

Keeper—""Yes'm. What did you think we
fed "em on? Pound cake?”
- eee

“Do you know.,” sald the West End lad
to her pastor, “that the man in the pew bé-
hind ours destroys all my devotional feel-
ings when he tries to sing. Couldn’t you
ask him to change his pew?”

“Well, you see,”” was the reply, *'I have a
little delicacy about dolng that, especlall
if 1 have to explaln the reascn. But—
might ask him to join the cholr.”"—Mon-
treal Star.

Father—“Well, my
debts?’ Bon—'"Nothing, sir, but what,

"

v
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ripe for market. as his condition is as good °

respects his intelligence. admires his nerve?

She had heard the story b
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